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similarly accused. Poland would act strictly in accordance with
the law. German comment on the arrest was bitter.
DRAFT OF NEW CONSTITUTION
In the Seym a general discussion of the draft of the new Con-
stitution commenced on February 22, 1929, its chief advocate
being Slawek, the head of the Government Block. He said that
Poland needed a strong Government, that in the interest of the
State the Poles must have their liberties restricted, and that all
those who sincerely loved their country must support the draft.
The National Democrats strongly opposed the draft, maintained
the era of absolutism was past, declared the draft did nothing to
improve the work of the Parliament, and that it would reduce the
Seym to impotence; and in that way would the citizens of Poland
be educated politically. A Socialist deputy, addressing Slawek
and his friends, said that their ideas were separated by an impas-
sable gulf from those of the party to which he belonged. It had
become apparent that the Government Block was not unanimous
for the draft. Two parties had developed; one, led by Slawek,
was called the Colonels' Party, and had in votes in the Seym;
the other had Bartel at its head, and in character was more
moderate. It was reported that the "Colonels" had tried to drive
Bartel out of the Government, but had been checked by the
Marshal, who did not desire a change in the Cabinet at that time.
What was apparent was that there was not the slightest chance of
the Seym's adopting the draft unless substantially changed; the
great majority of the deputies were absolutely opposed to it as it
stood.
IMPROVED RELATIONS WITH DANZIG
On February 27, 1929, the Free City of Danzig actually gave a
warm welcome to an official visit of Bartel, as head of the Polish
Government. A distinct improvement in the relations of the
Free City and Poland had come about some time previously, the
cause being the defeat of the Danzig Nationalists by the Danzig
Socialists in the elections, and this had prepared the way for
Bartel. At a banquet Sahm spoke of the "mutual drawing together